Ukraine Culture Network

Project-Description draft

Musical Bridges for Peace and Solidarity
6t July 2026 — 13t July 2026

Young musicians can be perfect ambassadors for living these values.
Therefore, Ukraine Culture Network gives in cooperation with partners an
opportunity to make own experiences in this project, which contents
rehearsals and concerts, meetings and living together for several days

in Switzerland.

Patronage:
H.E. Iryna Venediktova, Ambassador of Ukraine
H.E. Carl Magnus Nesser, Ambassador of Sweden
H.E. Okko-Pekka Salmimies, Ambassador of Finland

Participants:

Invited are advanced young instrumentalists and vocalists from Ukraine,
Switzerland, Sweden and Finland. The selection will be made on
recommendation or with an application with information about the level and
arecommendation of a teacher or another musician.

Why Sweden and Finland? These countries ended their neutrality because of
the aggression of Russia against Ukraine and the danger of the occupation of
more countries. Switzerland is still a neutral country, but a lot of discussions are
going on to this matter, but Switzerland is a country, which shows, how
different cultures can live together in peace and mutual respect.

To insure, that the project can take place, members of the Finnish Youth Choir
and the Wegelius Chamber Strings from Helsinki will build the core groupe. This
makes it easier for participants from the other countries to reach the musical
goals.

Project-idea and main goal of the project:

The best example to live democratic values of respect and tolerance is to
play and sing together as a platform for better understanding.



The project should give a platform for the participants, to meet in the
atmosphere of performing music together. Beyond playing together
rehearsals and concerts, the importance of culture and music for better
understanding should be in the focus, especially under the aspect of the war
against Ukraine as a message for the concert listerners.

Program: (status at the moment)
“Music from Nordic countries”
Balanced mix of instrumental and vocal music
String-Orchestra

Grieg: Holberg-suite 20’
Almashi: Maria’s city 13’

Choir

Rautavaara: Och glddjen den dansar 3’
Komulainen: Vaan kautta aikojen 3’
Trad. Norway: Ned | vester 2'20

3 Ukrainian songs

Finale: choir and orchestra together
Peter Vasks: Da pacem

(Peteris Vasks is one of the most famous Latvian composers in the world.
"Music is the greatest of all muses, as it reaches the divine with the most
ease.")

Concerts:

(Remark: the exact dates are not yet fixed, changes might be possible)

Grenchen: July 9th 18 h Family-concert St. Eusebius Grenchen
Luzern: July 10th 19 h Maihof Luzern
Bern: July 11" 17 h Open-Air concert at the *“Museums-Garten” of

the Museumsquartier Bern (bad weather
alternative: Yehudi Menuhin Forum Bern)

Lausanne: July 12th 17 h St. Martin, Vevey

Expected audience: at each place around 400 people



Responsible organization:
Ukraine Culture Network Bern (nonprofit association, legal seat: Bern)
Artistic and logistic staff:
e Artistic leader and main responsible: Werner Schmitt, Cellist, former
Director of the Berne Conservatory and expert in international
exchange programs, Berne

e Jutta Seppinen Helsinki/Finland principle conductor orchestra and choir.

e Annemarie Aastrém, violinist and leader of the Wegelius Strings,
Finland

e Professional Coaches and logistic assistants
Partner organizations:
- DUNK - De Ungas Musikforbund i Svenskfinland — Finland
- Foundation of the Martin Wegelius-institut - Finland
- European String Teachers Association from the involved countries
- Yehudi Menuhin Forum Bern Foundation
-  KLANGFORUM SCHWEIZ

- Yehudi Menuhin Stiffung Grenchen

Finances:

- The participants take care for their tfravel costs fill the border of
Switzerland.

- The participants have to take care by themselves for health, accident
insurance and for their instrument insurance.

- All other costs are in the responsibility of UCN



Participation:

Finland: National Finish Youth Choir
Strings from Wegelius Chamber strings

Sweden: Choir singers open
String players open
Ukraine: Choir singers open
String players open
Switzerland: Choir singers open
String players open

Total max. 60 participants + staff

Place and base of operation:

MMTS-Berufsbildungszentrum, Grenchen

The city of Grenchen is situated in the Canton of Solothurn and famous
for their watch industry (Swatch, Omega etc.)

Grenchen is logisticly well placed in the middle of Switzerland (the
shuttles by bus to the different concert venues are never longer than
one hour etc.)

The MMTS is a modern formation center of the electronic industry but
opens for this project their facilities. It has 80 beds.

All activities incl. meals can take place their, which makes the logistic
much easier.



Timetable in July 2026:

Monday éth Arrival day
Tuesday 7t Rehearsal day
Wednesday 8th  Rehearsal day

Thursday 9th Rehearsal day with Family concert in
Grenchen (late afternoon)

Friday 10th Concert in Lausanne (or region)
Saturday  11th  Concertin Bern

Sunday 12th Concert in Lucerne

Monday 13th Departure

Changes of the schedule might be necessary

Werner Schmitt
President

Ukraine Culture Network
www.ukrainenetwork.art



